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The centrality of the retail, warehousing and fast food sector in Northern 

Territory  
 

Industries in which SDA members work among the fastest growing in the North  
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Figure 1: Employment in Northern Territory, 2017/18, private and public sectoriv.  

  

 

Figure 2: Employment in Northern Territory, 2017/18, private sector onlyv. 
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Figure 3: Jobs growth in Northern Territory by industry, 2012-2018 private and public 

sectors.vi. 

 

Figure 4: Jobs growth in Northern Territory by industry, 2012-2018 private sector onlyvii.  
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Driving Population Growth 

Population growth is needed to sustain local jobs  

 

 

Figure 5: Population forecasts in Northern Territory.x 
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NT’s Economic Challenges 

Headline economic data in NT appears strong, but masks certain challenges   

 

 

Figure 6: Northern Territory – as a young population – has typically demonstrated higher 

participation rates than the rest of the country. There are challenges in delivering a higher 

participation rate among Indigenous Australians.xii   

 

Underutilisation has been rising in Northern Territory  
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 9 

 

 

Figure 7: Underemployment in NT and Australia, 2013-19. xiii 

 

Overcoming the Gap between Indigenous & Non-Indigenous Participation, Economic and Health 
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Addressing the FIFO Challenge  

Too many jobs in the NT are FIFO positions, limiting local economic growth 

 

FIFO isn’t just evident in the resources sector   
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Figure 8: 10 per cent of advertised jobs in Darwin were FIFO positions.xix  
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Workers in SDA covered industries are the least likely to be FIFO in Northern Territory 

 

- 

- 

 

 

Figure 9: Percent of FIFO workers in various Northern Territory industries.xx  
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New Opportunities 

Emerging industries must be embraced to improve local job prospects   
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Skilling a Local Workforce 

Vocational education needs further emphasis & investment  

 

Figure 9: Percent of FIFO workers in various Northern Territory industries.xxiii  
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NT’s Budget Concerns & Infrastructure  
Budget Concerns Mustn’t See a Reduction in Infrastructure Investment  
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CONCLUSION 
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